
SUMMER READING PROJECT: 10th Grade 

 

Reading: Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, plus selected 

non-fiction work 

Project: Choose from one of the offerings found below, plus do the activity for the 

non-fiction work 

 

This book will be used in cross curricular activities this year. It is imperative that you have your 

own copy that you can write in and highlight. 

 

 

 



 

Their Eyes Were Watching God     Project 

Select one of the following projects to complete.   

1.  Review the novel and look for symbols or images that you think are important to the message 

of the work.  Write an essay or create a visual display in which you demonstrate how the 

symbols and images are relevant to the novel. 

 

2.  Show the many facets of Janie’s personality in a dramatic presentation or piece of visual art. 

 

3.  Adapt selections from Janie’s story into a monologue—a speech that reveals one person’s 

inner thoughts.  Using Hurston’s vernacular speech style.  You are to memorize your monologue 

and present it to the class. 

 

4.  Create a pop-up timeline that shows the major events in Zora Neale Hurston’s life.   Be sure 

to incorporate the publishing dates of her major works.  Include a brief note that explains how 

the events in her life shaped Their Eyes Were Watching God. 

 

5.  The characters in Their Eyes Were Watching God have different ideas about achieving and 

maintaining status in society.  Create a visual display that shows how the following characters 

feel about social status. 

 Janie 

 Tea Cake 

 Mrs Turner 

 Nanny 

 Logan Killicks 

 Joe Starks 

 Pheoby Watson 

 (one of the characters from the porch) 

 

 

 



6. Tea Cake played the blues on his guitar and the piano.  Study the origins of the blues, and 

present your findings to the class.  Then find a blues song that is representative of one of 

the themes in the novel.  Play it for the class and explain the similarities between the 

book and the song.  (Note:  Only one person per class will be allowed to do this project.) 

 

7.  Write several diary entries through Janie’s eyes.  Study the novel for details and chronological 

order.  Create any additional information you need. 

 

8.  Research the laws of segregation and the treatment of African-Americans during the Harlem 

Renaissance.  Then design a multimedia project that relates Zora Neal Hurston and her works to 

this era.  Include graphics, music, and references to the novel.   

 

9.  Research the Harlem Renaissance, and create a pictorial representation of the various 

characters.  Consult sources such as anthologies of African-American history, as well as books 

on the Harlem Renaissance.  Below each picture, cite the passages you referenced for details on 

the character.  Create a visual display to present. 

 

10. Pretend it is 1958, two years before Zora Neale Hurston’s death.  You’re a writer for 

Newsweek, and you’ve been assigned to interview Hurston.  Research and create an interview-

style account of her life.  Refer to other interviews for format ideas. 

 

11.  View a video based on a work by a more recent female African-American writer, such as 

Terry McMillan’s Waiting to Exhale, Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, or Maya Angelou’s I 

Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  Write an essay in which you compare and contrast the 

following aspects of the story lines:  characters, plots, themes, styles.  Indicate which book you 

liked better and why 

 

12.  Write a chapter that focuses on Janie’s future.  You could continue it from the point at which 

Their Eyes Were Watching God ends or pick the story up several years later.  Use Hurston’s 

writing style.  Keep some of the original characters, if you wish. 

 

13. Create a booklet of original poems that revolve around themes or characters in the novel.  

Give a “reading” of your poetry to the class. 



 

14.  Create a timeline of the major events in Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Illustrate this 

timeline and provide quotations from the novel.  Also write a 1-2 sentence summary.   

 

PROJECTS WILL BE DUE AT THE END OF THE SECOND WEEK OF CLASSES  

 

Non Fiction Assignment 

Look up the speech found at the url below: 

http://www.archives.gov/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf 

This is Martin Luther King’s I Have a Dream Speech 

Examine the word choices that Martin Luther King employs in his speech.  Print out a copy and 

underline the verbs he uses. Next, put a box around all the descriptive words you can find and 

bring it to class with you by the end of the second week of school. We will be using this in class. 

 

 

http://www.archives.gov/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf

